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that the Metaphysical Society, in the twelve years
of its life, solved, with the consent of all, any of
the many problems which were raised at its meet-
ings : perhaps such social meetings are not well
fitted to promote progress in disposing of questions
which appeal to the contemplative mind. But I
think it helped to moderate controversy between
the leaders of opposite sides in contemporary
thought, and promoted mutual respect instead of
mutual contempt or aversion among those who
desired, each, in his own way, to gain a victory for
truth. The collision of Agnostics with Anglican
and Roman advocates of biblical or ecclesiastical
authority was always interesting, and conversa-
tion, for instance with Ward and Huxley, I al-
ways found congenial. Ward was the author of
the 'Ideal of the Christian Church/ notable in
tne old traetarian days at Oxford. Newman and
Carlyle, J. S. Mill and Herbert Spencer, were con-
spicuous by tbe absence of their names in tne
roll of the Metaphysical Society. Spencer I used
to meet occasionally at the Athenaeum. I found
him a grave and serious converser, who might out-
wardly be mistaken for a nonconformist presbyter.
He was reserved in philosophical talk, but what
he said and wrote was refreshing as the honestnowatises  on Civil Govern-
